US Urban History

A drive through the Anerican city of the present reveals little
of its turbulent, revolutionary past. Successive waves of urbanization
have elimnated not only old buildings, but nenories of the people who
once inhabited them During the last forty years, urban historians have
devoted thensel ves to uncovering and organi zing this hidden history of
cities. Topics covered in this course include the colonial walKking
city, the urban industrial revolution, ethnic nei ghborhoods, disorder
and viol ence, urban political styles, social justice, city culture,
pl anni ng and reform nmovements, suburbanization, and historic
preservation. Lively portraits of cities, neighborhoods, institutions,

i ndi vidual s, and social and cultural novenents illustrate the
conplexity of America’ s urban past.

This is a lecture class and students are expected to attend
| ectures faithfully. The m dterm and final exans will demand
famliarity with both | ecture presentations and readi ng assi gnnents.

One short paper, 5-10 pages long, is required. Papers nust have a
clear relationship to course themes and witing portfolios (including
drafts, notes, and relevant sources) will be required with the fina

draft. Meetings with the professor to discuss first drafts and

portfolios will be schedul ed i n Novenber.
Grades will be calcul ated as foll ows:
30% M dt erm

40% Fi na

30% Paper

Requi red Texts:
Donald MIller, City of the Century
Robert Caro, The Power Broker

O her readings available in the course packet.



Lecture Schedul e

Week 1

8/ 30 I ntroduction/ Arerican | ndi an Urbani sm
9/1 17th Century Colonial Cties

Readi ng: None

Week 2

9/ 6 Ri se of 18th Century Col onial Urban Society

9/8 The Industrial Revolution and Urbani sm

Readi ng: Donald Mller, City of the Century, 27-47, 89-121

Week 3

9/11 Frontier Cities

9/13 19th Century |Immgration

9/ 15 D sorder!

Reading: MIler, 48-88, 135-137, 143-171, 216-220, 222-224, 458-
482, 507-516

Week 4

9/18 19th Century Urban Reform

9/20 The Urban Park Movenent

9/ 22 Southern and Northern Industrial Cties

Reading: MIler, 122-134, 176-216, 240-265, 301-353, 366-377,
425-432

Week 5

9/25 19th Century Suburbani zation

9/ 27 19th Century Radi calismand Pl anned Conpany Towns
9/29 World Expositions and the City Beautiful Mvenent

Readi ng: M ler, 224-240, 265-294, 378-425, 488-507, 542-551

Week 6

10/2 Popular Gty Culture

10/4 Elite Gty Culture

10/6 Urban Bosses and Progressive Reforners

Reading: MIler, 294-300, 354-366, 387-425, 435-467, 482-487,
516- 539

Robert Caro, The Power Broker, 59-88, 347-362



Week 7
10/ 11 Mdterm
10/ 13 No d ass

Week 8

10/ 16 White Col |l ar Expansion and Urban Consunption

10/ 18 Urban M gration: Wite and Bl ack

10/ 20 Boom Cities of the 1920s

Readi ng: Darlene H ne, “Black Mgration to the U ban M dwest,”
240- 265

Wl liam Leach, Land of Desire, 3-38

Week 9

10/23 Cities in the Depression

10/ 25 Robert Moses and Anerican Cities

10/ 27 Subur ban Boom

Readi ng: Robert Caro, The Power Broker: 143-240, 276-280, 299-
346, 362-401, 426-443, 463-467, 478-495, 508-561, 837-894, 895-
958 (Finish Entire Book by the Final Exam

Joann Agersinger, Toward a New Deal in Baltinmore, 1-20

Kenneth T. Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier, 190-218

Week 10

10/30 Urban Crisis

11/1 Segregation and Public Housing

11/3 Urban Renewal

Readi ng: Raynond Mohl, “Making the Second Ghetto in Metropolitan
M am , 1940-1960,” 266-298

Robert Caro, 961-983, 1005-1016

First Draft of paper due this week

Week 11
11/6 NMbdern Urban D sorder

11/8 Bohem ans, Counterculture, Gay Liberation

11/ 10 Sunbelt G ties and Megal opolis

Readi ng: M ke Davis, “Fortress Los Angeles,” 154-180
Lawr ence Larsen, The Urban South, 140-160



Week 12

11/ 13 Historic Preservation, Gentrification, Jane Jacobs
11/ 15 Suburban Majority, Black Mayors, Conmunity O ganizing
11/17 Wrld Cities

Readi ng: Neil Smith, “New City, New Frontier,” 61-93

John Findl ay, Magic Lands, 117-159

Week 13
11/ 20 Resort Cities

Readi ng: Robert Stern, Pride of Place, 169-213

Week 14

11/ 27 Contenporary Pl anned Suburbs

11/29 Edge Cities

12/1 The City and Nature

Readi ng: Joel Garreau, Edge City, 213-259

Week 15

12/4 Cities at War

12/6 City Transit/ Devel opment Overview
12/8 Review and Final Draft of Paper Due
Readi ng: Finish Caro



