Let's not get 51detracked by light-rail fad

Light rail is red hot in
New Orleans.

A panel early this
spring of local grandees
at Tulane — people with
power and money —
agreed that what New
Orleans needs is a “light”
rail system with fancy
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their city, although
you’d never know it
when the planners come
back from their jaunts
to Portland all hot and
bothered for rail.

Our existing “light
rail” system, the St.
Charles and Riverfront
streetears, is too slow
and irregular for most
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Luckﬂy, hght rail systems are
rarely as closely scrutinized by federal
officials. Our odds are much better this
time.

The other light rai! attractlon is the
siren song of “regionalism.”

Light rail is thought to be accept-
able to both suburbanites and city
dwellers. Most suburbanites won’t get
on a bus but say they will ride a train;
urban residents are thought to ride ei-

I won’t borre you with the difficulties of*
trying to buy a pass or find schedules
in this town. An RTA store on Canal
would help. -
» Install seating and shaded shelters
at bus stops. No need to make even .
greater sacrifices for riding transit.

» Authorize more private van services
in the city. These can take people
where they want to go very quickly —
like our airport shuttles — with almost



